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Farmer's CA 8 E. 
A Trage Conedy, Oe. 


＋ \ HAT the Hamblet of Start Sete ge 11 
Old Ford, have Aſſeſt for the Poor, Time 
ont of Mind, by a Di Rate, 46 


wording to every Mans ability, being moſt equal. 
t about the Year 1700, ſome Gentlemen to 
themſelves, reſolved 
which was a great Oppreſſion 
poor Land-holders. It was reſolved to 
5 petition the Quarter Seſſions as the Law directs for 
i relief, which being done, an Order was obtained 
forthe Church Wardens and Overſcers of the Poor 
| | to ſhew Cauſe why this Pqund-Rate ſhould not be 


Quaſh'd.. Upon a full hearing the Pound-Rate was 


quaſh'd, and an Order granted for making ag 
2 and indifferent Rate, according to the abi- 
Man, and the ancient Cuſtom of 

tt Place; notwithſtanding this Order, they made 
nz new Rate more 
the farmer, wherein yo malicio 


The reaſon being demanded by the Chair-man 
a our ſecond Appal tor the * the Church- 


$I ia # 


for a Pound Rate, 
to ſeveral People, 


grieyous and oppreſſive than 
licioull Aſſt a a Joop 5 
Mer, almoſt as much more as 


wurdens | 


hes. Ae es, A 


(ar) 


_ wardens told the Court they did it becauſe he had 
ſigned the former Petition; notwithſtandin — 
ral of theic Pound Rates were Quaſhd, and ſeve- 
ral Orders 'of Seffions, which T have by ine to 
ſhow, commanding them to Aſſeſs for t ie Poor, 
in their Ancient way and method, natwithſtand- 
ing thoſe ſeveral Orders, in Contempt of that 
Court, FREY have ever ſince continued a 3 
Rate, Ahich 1 reſolve never tg yay 551 
Gentlemen, ſeeing they had Fedder 
baffled, *. that l Nene to 90 on with Petitio. 

ning, t rmid a Pr ſap juſt 
Deſigns; they ſent for e baer dd 44 
Fellow - Petitioners, and TEN N at fuch 
ratethey durſt no more Subſcribe : Others of the 
petter fort they wheedled, by telling them 
would make them very ty Baſy; by private abate. 
ments, ſich as ſhou'd be to their bor Content; 
but for E!derton, becauſe he was ſuch a Stubborn 
Fellow, they was reſolved to meke him ſubmit 
coſt the Pariſh what it would; which might eaſily 
be done if they refuſed to Subſcribe any more 
Petitioning; by this Trick I was left to ift for 
my ſelf, yet reſolved to venture another Petition 
alone, when found I could 117 no Hands, which 
Was circum yented by my Adverſarys prevailing 
with the Clerk or Clerks, that the Petition might 
not be Read, while a Party was ready to 3 — 
me, as a troubleſome Fellow, in contending 
apainſt a whole Pariſh: yet i reſolved not open 
that unlawful Rate witho ut Diſtreſs, 
refuſing, they got a Wart! and came with the 
Conſtable, Church-warden aud Overſeerof the 
Bete to make Piſtreſs, I ew d them a ſufficient 
Piſtreſs, and told them they might Execute their 

Warrant it, the Church Warden at that Time be- 
ing an honeft: Gentleman 


bad de thought in his 
18 Conſciengy 


£ (59) 25 
Conscience I was oppreſs d, and that he would not 
Execute his Warrant then, but eſired I would. 


come to his Houſe at à certain day, and in the 
mean time he would perſwade the Gentlemen to 
make me ſuch Abatements as were reaſonable; ac- 


cordingly I went, but could not. agree, at taking 


my leave of him, he deſired me to come once 
and then be did not doubt but that We ould 
agree vary well, ſo the ſecond Time I waited on 
the ſuid Church- warden, and after he had treated 
me yery Nebly, he told me he was heartily ſorry, 
and ;indeed afhamed that the Gentlemen ſhou 

ſet yp,ſuch * new faſhion'd Rate on pu 


their Rent, their Farms being ſo dear be 
but that ſaid he, J am but one Man and cannof 
help it; come Neighbour ſaid he, I remember 
when we were together laſt, we parted for For- 
ty Shillings, let me perſwade you to pay Twenty 
and I will abate the other, and if the Pariſh will 


Pocket, which 1 agreed to, and pay'd him his 
Money, he croſs'd the Book and gave me a Re- 
ceipt in full. eee e ee 

In. this method the Pariſhoners went on for 


two or three Years, and made ſuch Abatements 


as could be agreed on; at laſt their Minds als 
ter d, and they reſolv'd to abate nothing, 


N 
alſo. Summ'd vp all the abatements Which they 


bad formerly made, and agreed to put them ig 
Arrears, with half a Vears Aſſeſſment, which a- 
mounted to about two or three and forty Pound, 
which I indeed refuſed to pay; however, whe» 


ther the Juſtice of Peace refuſed a Warrant, or 
whether they were afraid to make Diſtreſs] know 
pot, but inſtead of making Diſtreſs, which 


ſe ta 
Eaſe themſelves, and to O preſs the og Lands | 
holders; which he knew ſome that could not Pay 


not allow it me I will pay it out of my own 


(6) 


they ought to have done, bad their Rate 


been Lawful; they Summons me to appear at 


Seſſions, which happened at ſuch an vnlucky 


Time, when I was neceſſitated to go to a Coun- 
ford for two or three Days, ſo t k 
vantage of a Contempt, and preſerr d a Bill of 


Poor, they made great Expedition in ending thi 
Bift to the Grand- Jury, which they would not 
rg 'the Court demanded. of the 
cCguld not de 


Year, and for above two Years paſt, no diſtreſs 
to be found, which ſome of the Jury knowing 
the Farm, and walk'd there very often, had a 


ways obſerved great quantities of Hay, Corn, Cat. 


tle, ſeveral Teams continually carrying of Duag, 
at Plow and the like; however a Neighbour « 
mine and an Officer to the Bench, after ſeveral 


ſcurrilous Words to the jury, told them if they 


would not find the Bill, he would have a Jury 
that ſhould, which was precured. The firſt day 


of the next Seſſions, the Bill being found, they 


immediately got a Bench Warrant, deliver d it to 


the Conſtabie, with an Order to take a good 


Guard of Head-boroughs and Watch-men, as if 


| had been a Traytor, Murderer or Highway- 


man, and knowing I was gone to a Country Mare 
tet, I ſtaying later than ordinary, after they 


had ſpent above twenty Shillings of the Pariſn 
Money, as one of the Company afterwards told 


me, they placed one on the top of a Houſe to 
diſcover me in time, and give the Allarm, how- 
ever their Centinel, having a Pot too much, neg- 
lected his Duty, and 1 diſcovered them firſt 3 gueſs 
ſing at their Buſineſs, I clapt Spurs to my Horſe 


and 


hey took: the 


Indictment againſt me, for not paying to the 


1 77 8 * ury why they 
nat as dap the Foreman told them they 

| lieve the Witneſſes who Swore that 
Elderton rented above two hundred Pounds a 
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$nd1eft'rlieth to lament their diſapy 0 5 5 


thoſe e: ts, D. m him he is gon, 5 
him 4 owever I was vital tote 
out ebe wa while the =: was CAT ro 


| and: Damage, in ne m 
neſs. Aſterwards 1 — ht a n 


[ their Inditment an iert of Caſe 
„where the late Lord Chief Juſtice 


Holt Sad the 'Inditment, and ſo overſet 


this Proſe. This ſo inraged them, that they 
Rudyed all manner of Ways to Abuſe and Op- 
me; they have Aſeſs'd me $61. per 
tho“ all the Penſioners in the Pariſh. f 


above 701. per SH 'So that [ pay about one 
half of that Ch - 1 do not remember above 
one half Years A Allement but what has been AC 


ſeſs'd at two Shillings in the which 


amounts to almoſt two hundred a Fear; ſa that 


here is above a hundred a Year Which I cant 
imagine what becomes of it, nor im not ſuffer'@ 


to know, the? I have been promis d faithfully by 8 


form'd. 
me ee 


ſome 1n Authority, yet never 
length, out of Spight, they C 


of the Poor alone, tho former! there was two, 


| being unfit for it by reaſon of my Age, being 
near Seventy Years, having not my Pen, abun- 
dance of Buſineſs, and not well able to walk 4 


Comp: ment me with Joy to me for my Office; 
an 
where I ſhould ſee all their Accounts, which was 
a meer Com m_ indeed, LN wherens | was 
N at Ea beginn 1 

kept from Adding ny 
Accodrs, which owes als the Such w, 
then was ſery'd with a Warrant of Con 


all thei 


on 


| y 
for many 
Years; one with another, has not atnounted to 


Mile; however a Juſtice of Peace was pleas'd to 
w he had indeavoured to put me in a Poſt 


Cent. 


gs vu if he 


make a Rate, 1 1 would © n of . 44 
he gave notice in the Church for a N 1 
a Day and Time, to — * Poors Rate: Ac- 


cording, to the Time appointed 1 went to the 


Veſtry, 1 met the Beadle between the Church- 


Door, and the Church-wardens, which are al- 
moſt oppoſites I ask d hint if there was no body 


come yet; he thought there was not, but if there 
wes, they were at the Chur ch-wardens, for there 


hey uſed to hold their Veſtry ; indeed the Veſtry 
in the Church is a place of cold Comfort, there 


s neither Ale; Bear, Wine not Punch, nor any 
zatables as there is over the Way, where ve⸗ 
ry few but Church-Mice come, who declare they 
Will not do any Pariſh Buſineſs at any of theit 
own Expence; however I went over the Way to 


the Punch Veſtry, there being no Body come, 1 


alf the Church-war 


call'd for a Sneaker, never caring to drink Wine 
in an Ale-Houſe ; I thought I muſt call for ſome- 


| thing to drink with the Church-warden, while | 


e Gentlemen came, but we might ha de drank 
Ing; enough, for no e that Might, 

en and I took & heart 
* * and ſo parted a" 
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Pariſh- Charge as 7 know of. At parting the 
Churchwarden promis'd to call another Veſtry 
the next Sabbath-Day, which indeed he did, a 
34 and ath, and all to no Puryoſe, for no body 
appear'd to make a Rate. J being a weary of ſo 


DSP = , S: 


N much trifling, ſo much loſs of Time and Expence, 
ce if needleſs Pariſh-Charge, to make freſh Proclaina- 
is tion every Week, which might as well have been 
of done by Adjournments from Time to Time with- 
h out that Charge, I went to a Juſtice of Peace and 
4 acquainted him how I was uſed, and that if I had 
he not a Rate I would pay the Poor no more. Some- 
ts i} time after a 5b Veltry was call'd, and no more 
af Appearance then before. After a long Atten- 
ch I dance beyond the Time appointed, 7 told the 
c I} Churchwarden I would ſtay no longer, nor come 


no more amongſt them for a Rate, He delir'd 
me to ſtay, and he would ſend for his Partner, 
and if no body elſe appear'd, we ſhould go on and 
make a Rate our ſelves, which we might lawfully 
do. After we had done it, they refus'd to fign, 
telling me they would go the next Morning for 
the Juſtice to View it, and then it ſhould be iign'd 
and ſent me, but I heard no more of it for a con- 
ſiderable Time, till I refus'd to pay the Poor. 
Then I had a Book ſent me quite alter'd to 
what we had Aﬀeſt, and between Forty and 
Fifty Pound of old Arrears, ſome of five or lix 
Years ſtanding inſerted : I conſider'd, if I rejet- 
ed the Book, as I might lawfully have done, ir 
might have made a Seſſions Buſineſs; ſpending 
Money, loſs of Time, beſides the Poor muſt have 
their Penſions, and I might be ſtreightned for 
Time to Collet my Money while in Place, alſo 
I thought I could Colle&a great deal of the old 
8 Arrears which was in rich Mens Hands, ſo I took 
the Book; and imploy'd the Beadle, as moſt of 


— 


Wo (03 
| my Predeceſſors had done, with ſome Aſſiſtance 

1 Collected the Book very clean, as the Juſtice 

ſaid when he paſs'd my Account, but not fo clean 

az J could have done by thirty or forty Pound, 
if I could have obtain'd a general Warrant, as is 

cuſtomary in that Caſe : Indeed | had a Warrant, 
but it was like the Spider's Webb, to catch the 

ſmall Flies, but would not hold the great ones ; 

for Inſtance one very rich Man above twenty 
Pounds in Arrears, put into my Book, but left 
out in my Warrant, with feveral Cafes of the 
|| like Nature. My time being expir'd, I was 
W ready with my Accounts, and after as many 
Meetings about my Accounts, as there were for 
Aſſeſſing my Book, which were, perfectly need- 
leſs, for my Accounts were fo fair and plain, that 
hen the Auditors met, they were done, believe, 
[| in an Hours Time, and Signed. | ask'd the Gen- 
| tlemen it they had done with me, they told me 
yes; I going to take my Leave of 'em, one of the 
Gentlemen told the Churchwarden, fince the 
Overſeer had been fo careful to Collect the Book 
El ſo well, and ſo kind to the Poor, they could do 
| no leſs then Treat him with a GlaG of Wine, 
Y which I was loath to accept; but being over- 
. pPerſwaded, | fat down, ſuſpecting there was 
ia more Trick then Kindneſs, as it preſently ap- 
pcar'd, for one of the chief Auditors takes a 
Paper off the Table, tells his fellow Peaman there 
was was a Miſtake in the Account, the other 
denies ity to pro and con they go; nothing will 
End the Diſpute but to ſee my Book, ſo I threw 
them my Book, then ſoon ended the Controverſy, 
| for inſtead of returning me my Book, one of dem 
El! threw it over the Table to the Churchwarden, 
—- relling him the Book belong'd to him, and bid 
| him put it up, which he did; this ang 


ADS ee 
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1 | 3 
Action wonderfully ih me, hut Bridling all 
manner of Paſſion, I ſaid, Gentlemen, is this your 
Way of Proceeding ? they told me yes, and in- 


ſiſted on it that the Book belong'd to the Church- 
warden; I told them that 1 had ſery'd in that 


i Office before ſome of them were Born, and if 


they knew no better, I did, and will make them 


be glad to bring me my Book before 1 had done 
wit 


them; 1 had Notice the next Morning to 


wait on the juſtice at the Churchwarden's that 


fame Evening, which I did, the Churchwarden 


delivering my Book, with my Accounts, to the 


Juſtice, he peruſing them both, and ſaid it was. a 
yery fair Account, andthe Book very well Collec- 
ted; but gave my Book back to the Churchwar- 
den again; upon which I told the Juſtice the 
Book was mine, and 1 hop'd he'd order me my 
Book: No, ſaid the Paus it belongs to the 
Churchwarden, and I ſhan't order it to you. 


D—5, an old Sophiſter, ſtanding by, took the 


Juſtice aſide to Whiſper z in the mean Time 1 de- 


manded my Book of the Churchwarden, which. 


he Refuſing, I took my Leave, and as I was go- 


ing out of the Door, I heard the Juſtice ſay, give 


him his Book; ſomebody calling after me, I turn'd 


me ahout, I ſaw my Book in a Hand, and only a 


Voice, here is your Book, take it; | will not take 


my- Book trom an unknown Hand, ſaid * with | 
that the Churchwarden made a full Body towards 


me, and gave me my Book. Sir, ſaid I, 1 don't 


thank ye for it; but ye have fulfill'd an old Pro- 
verb, It is a ſhame to Steal, but a worſe to carry 
Home; ſo there's an End of my Honourable and 
profitable Office of Overſeer of the Poor, let 
ay rational Man judge how barbarouſly I have 


been uſed; Iam an old Man, I have a great deal 


of Buſineſs, I rent almoſt twelve Hndred a Year : 


l- 


o — „K — >= 
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C43,] 2 : 
Indeed I have lately diſpos'd of a pretty deal, 
and muſt put off more as faſt as I can, hay, 


[f even all, for they have ſworn they will ruin me; 
| coſt what it will, and for no other Reaſon; as [ 
I know on, but becauſe 7 have baffled them in all 
i their Knaviſh Deſigns. J hold fo much ſtill, as J 
[ paid aboye threeſcore Pound to the Poor laſt year, 
j ending at Lady. Day, thirty Six Pound where 
1 live, and almolt thirty in three other: Pariſhes. 


; When 7 was Overſeer I paid all the Penſioners 13 
* Months, was forc'd to leave a great many Gen- 
| tlemen in the Book uncollected, and yet return'd 
_ alnoft Ten Pound overplus to the Churchwarden, 
by the Juſtices Order, notwithſtanding they 
muſt have another Half Year at two Sdillings 
1 in the Pound, under Pretence of a Poors Rate, 
1 which the Churchwardens always Collect, I ſup- 
| poſe molt of it for Pocket. Money, or I can't tell 
for what, nor they won't let me know, nor in- 


1 lay ing of the Lord Chiet-Juſtice Cook, It was the 
- Greateſt Injuſtice a Man c Exerciſe to condemm 
A another for what he has been guilty of himſelf, there's, 

1 but a few of them, and I think all has been 
3 Churchwardens , moſt of them have a Captain's 
Belly, they do what they pleaſe without Con- 
troul, ſo long as they have a great one in Apthoy 


8 deed, as ſome of them have ſaid, they durſt not 
[i let me know. The Auditors ſhou'd be very juſt 
| | Men by one Paſſage, I ſuppoſe they obſerve the 


then they could compel me to by Law, for the 
Land 1 held, tho' ſeveral rich Men were excus d 
for Half, nay ſome not one quarter of their Duty, 
and then upſtarts a Rate, as they pretend, to re: 
imburſe the Surygyor, where they Alleſt * eight 
1 Ound 


rity to ſtand by them. Another great Oppreſ- 
b lion, they made we Work 36 Days with a Team 
3 to the Highways, laſt Year, which was more 


2 
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paund Ten Shilling, then comes a Meſſage for 
ſome Teams, which if I would ſend: i ſhould be 
paid; and truly 1 like a Fool ated” as the In- 
dians do, Sacrifice. to the Devil, becauſe he 
ſhovld not Hurt; but I ſuppoſe 1 ſhall be paid for 
my Teams, as other Tradeſmen and Poor Men 
are with their Bills, when the Bargain is made 
very Sharp, and the Work is done, if they 
won't abate a third, or a quarter, or there a- 
bouts,” hell run the Hazard of an Arreſt, or 
2buncance of Duns; the yeat before the Sur- 
veyor of the * was charg'd to ſee that 
did my Duty, he being ſent for and examin' d, 
he told them, I had willingly done my full Duty, 
and more; nay, more Work then all the Pariſh 
beſice, and yet a great Man goes unluckily to a 
Counſellor of mine, to know if they could not 
force me to do more Work, or pay them Mo- 
ney, theſe and a great many more Hardſhips 
and Oppreſſions which 1 can't remember; but 
now I think on't, the Aſſeſſors of the King's Tax 
would knew what they muſt Aſſes me for Stock, 
| told them 1 had none but Stock upon Land, 
which was Corn, Hay, Cattle, and the ike, which 
was not Seſſahle, no Matter for that, we will 
Aſleſs ye. Gentlemen, I believe ye know I have 
appeal'd it off many Years ago, why then ſaid 
one of them, ye may appeal it off again; but faid 
I, Gentlemen, why will ye give me the Trouble ? 
Becauſe, ſays he, Tou are a Whiggiſh old Rogue. 
Laſt year they have made a Half Years Rate, 
which was not due till Michaelmas; in leſs then 
14 Days Time they came to me with a Juſti- 
ce's Warrant, dated the 4th of October, which 
was but 5 or 6 Days after it was due, and made 
Diſtreſs for 17/. tho? not a 20th Part of the 
Book Collected. They aſſighted me into the 


( 14 ) 


Spiritual Court for not paying a Church-Rate, 
which I refus'd to do, knowing the Churchwar- 
dens had Money ſufficient in their Hands without 


that Rate, if they cow'd be brought to Account. 
My Anſwer to their Libel was in Subſtance, 
that there being Money enongh in the Church- 
wardens Hands, I humbly prayd that the Court 
would Order the Churchwardens to bring in their 


Books into Court, which the Court at firſt refuſed 


to do, alledging, that ſeveral of the Church- 


_ wardens might be dead; but my Spiritual 


Lawyer inſiſted that if the Men were dead, the 
Books and Accounts might be alive; ſo at Length, 


rather then looſe a good Cauſe, Trading being 


dead, they Decreed for the Books and Accounts 


to be brought into Court, for fifteen or ſixteen 
Years laſt paſt. With a great deal of Trouble 
we had the View of them. In the Veſtry-Book 
we found ſeveral Churchwardens charg*d with 
Sums and Rates, but unaccounted for; ſome Ac- 


counts Ballanc'd, but ſign'd by neither Auditor 
nor Juſtice ; ſome ſign'd by foreign Juſtices 


without any Auditors, or our own Pariſh Juſtices. 
Two years together no Churchwarden to be 
found, neither in their Books of Accounts, nor 
in Doctors Commons. One or more of the 


Churchwardens bcing cited ta bring in their Ac- 


counts, their Proctor only gppear'd for him or 
them, but no Churchwardens | ſuffer'd to give 


their Accounts there, for what Reaſon I know 


not, but immediately went on to Tryal, caſt and 


condemn'd me 331. 10s. Coſt and Damage. 
I finding myſelf thus trick'd, reſolved never 


to pay it; ſo for a Contempt they proceeded to 


an Excommunication ; which upon a ſerious 
Conſideration I ſent my Wife to an eminent Gen- 
tleman, in whoſe Power J believe it lay to have 


ſt. | 


—— — — 
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ſtopt the Excommunication for ſome time, to 
try if it could be accommodated : But TS 
fr Anſwer, There could be no Time allowed, K 
alſo ſent my Son to the Churchwarden; to tell 
him, That finding my Wife and Family ſo con- 
cerned and tertified about an Excommunication, 
that if they would give me but one Week's time, 
| did not queſtion but in treating with them 1 
hould raiſe Money, and accommodate it; but if 
they would proceed to excommuicate me; 1 was 
teſolved never to comply. The. Churchwarden 
anfwer'd, That the Gentlemen had charg'd him 
to omit: no time in the Proſecution, and fo they 
parted. The ſame Evening our Miniſter, which 
| always look'd upon to be an honeſt fober good 
Man, and yet 1 think he ſtraind the Lace a little 
too tite; for whereas I have been inf:rm'd, 'tis 
cuſtomary in ſuch Caſes for the Miniſter of the 
Pariſh to give fourteen Days time, or at leaſt one 
Week, to admoniſh, which if he had done, it 
might have ſaved the Pariſh a great deal of Mo- 
ney, and perhaps a Family from Ruin, which I am 
ure has been as good a Benefactor to him as 
moſt in the Place. But inſtead of any Time ot: 
Admonition, he ſends a Letter to my Wife, 
dated Saturday Night, which 1 have to ſhow; 
That he was very ſorry he had feceiv'd Notice 
from the Churchwarden, that he muſt Excom- 
nunicate me next Morning, or that he muſt be 
Bxcommunicated himfelf, O rare Chriſtianity! 
What, deſtroy a Man Spiritually and Tempo- 
ally at ſo ſhort a Warning. dure 1 have not 
been ſuch a Brute, to deſerve ſuch Hardſhips. 
durely 'tis high time to ſay ſomething in my own - 
Vindication.  —P-—- Altho I am lighted and 
wuſed ſo in this Pariſh, and not ſuffered 7 
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their Accounts nor Actions, yet I mnft tell ye; 
cho not out. of- Oſtentaion, I have been courted 
to ſerve almoſt all Offices in two ſeveral Pariſhes 
many Years ago, which many now living can 


_ reſtify in both Fariſhes,' with as much Eaſe, In. 


duſtry and good Husbandry, for the caſe of the 
Pariſh, and the Good of the Poor, as any of my 


Predeceſſors or Succeſſors has done. When I was 
Under - Churchwarden of Mhite-Chappel, our Pre- 


deceſfors left the Pariſh above Two Hundred 


Pounds in Debt, which we borrow'd at Intereſt 


to pay off: The Penſioners Books almoſt Twelve 
Hundred Pounds a Lear, which in two Years 
time, by my Management, was redured . above 
Two Hutidred Pounds a Year. | I cauſtd to be 
put out between Fifty and Threeſcore poor Chil- 


dren Apprentices, for a great deal leſs than their 


Penſions would have come to. 


By this Adio I believe we loſt almoſt as many 


more, which, rather than have their Children 
put out, they'd leave their Penſion, and very well 
they Might, for by the Neglect and Careleſneſs 


of our Predeceſſors; 1 found ſome Children of 


13, 14, 15, nay 16 Years of Age, ſome by their 
Mothers kept to Work at 3 or 4 Shilliogs per 


Week, more or leſs; and ſome | ſuppoſe kept 


for a more Proficable Imployment, walking the 


Streets Early and Late, being lucky to ſee what 


they could find; and ſome that had fo much 
Pride and Subſtance, they Scorn'd their Children 


| ſhould be put out by the Pariſh, tho? they had 


been kept Penſioners many Years. By this. me- 
thod we paid the Pariſh's Debt and Intereſt; 


and had ſo much Money in our Hands at the 


Expiration, that we bought a Velvet Pall of be- 


teen Fourty and Fifty Found, which brings in 
the Pariſh a great deal of Money yearly. When 


We 


| 


i 
| 
| 
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ve pave up our Aecohnts, 1 hid thy Thanks of 
the Geatlemen and Juſtiee too and Rad Ten 
Found allow'd me tuwards my Extrabidindry Ext 
penees, chis Method being ex ireamiy approved 
on in the Neigbbouring Pariſhes, the / Church- 
warden of Lin _ came to me and deſired I 
would Aſſiſt and kaſtruct him, for that he was 
reſolved to go du in that Method, being ſo much 
the Intereſt of the Pariſh; and for the good of the 
Poor's which 1 did to the utmoſt of my know. 
edge: So the Church-warden went and Com- 
municated this to the Gentlemen of the Pat if. 
After ſèveral Diſputes and arguments about it, 

n 


doe Gentleman made a 8peech to this purpole 
Gentlemen, ſaid: be, I like the Method vety 
A well; bat I chick we may make an Addition or 
Amendment. We dave à great many poor 
Children, tis true, but they have no manner 
« of Learning, not Gorerhmenc; Now let us 
1 ſubſcribe for a School; let our poor Children 
have A liccle Learning, Order and Government, 
and then they will Be ut for Apprentites any 

4 where; and a great many People will be glad of 


Fe e eee 
This Method was ror and teſolved on 
abundance immediately ſubſcribed, and to begun 

the firſt Char ity- School in or about London. And 

| conceive there is tio greater Charity in this Age, 
than £6 take care and put poor Children to Lear= 
ning or Labour, the netzlect of which; I am afraid, 
has brought ſeveral of ty, 16, 17, and '1$ Years 

of Ape, to the Gallows, as we have had Experi- 
ehce'in ſome late Seſſions- This 1 hope has con- 


Fihced our pteſent Churchwardeny tor the laſt 1 

time fever ſpbke to him, 1 ask'd him, How ma- | 

Wy Childteo he had put out? He told me One. | 

ask d him, How dl it was ? He ſaid," a Girl 1 

ae NE i 56 
| 


bout 14 Which if he chad kept « little whiskipg 
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Althouſe, 8 he did not long ſince, ſne would 
have fitted for a Tender; and have ſaved the P. 
riſn five: ot ſix Pounds, as they uſed to. charge 
foi met ly ſor putting out poor Childten. When 


I vas Over ſeer, be wanld not ſuffer me to put 


out one, nor l believe there has hot been three pur 
out theſe ſeveral Yeats;- hut keep them idleing 
and ſnamefully in Penſion, to * me, and ins 
flame my Reckoning, as: fame of them have told 
me to my Face. Now ſome will ſay, we hear 
but with one Ear; this can never be all acted 
witheut ſome Cauſe ſor it. Lanſwer 3 Then les 
my Adverſaries muſter, up all my vnjuſt and baſe 
Acts wherein | have deſerved this Uſage, which 
1 am ſure will be done in a little room, and ad- 
vertiſe it in the Gazette, or any other Paper 
which may be done at a ſmall Charge 3 which | 
challenge them to do if, they can or ;dare,! No, 
no, I have affi onted 7 W—73 4 deviliſh 
Rech Man: now, but once a Beggar, ves by, his 
Cunning will be Vicar ef: Bray, let who will be 
King in telliog him of his Lying, not perform- 
ing his Promiſes, of Eis Uncharicablene&, in Op- 
preſſing poor People, of: his -Unrighteauſneſs; fot 
not paying bis Bills without extravagant; Abate- 
ments, or Trouble, and ſhawefully: ro ſuffer him - 
ſelf to be arreſted by the Henny -Poſt · Man for 
bringing him Letters + but, more eſpecially. fot 
putting him in mind of Mortality, as Diegenes 
told Ale ander, he was looking for: bis Father Phi- 
lip's Bones, bat he knew them not from the meaneſt 


of his Subjelts,, I believe Ain. r was; ay: Wiſe 


and as Rich as our Brute, and yet was ſo far 


from taking afſr ont at, that Saying; chat he ad- 
mired it ſo, that if be had not been Alexander, 
he could have wiſhed himſe H Diagrnes. en 
3 "OE bn 
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me of theſe ae rear! Affrants, but all very 
trut. This makes Adwerfry Cin Are. ans 
foam like aiBoar, caſting his Byes 
to ee here he can , gaſh md with bir N 
hut can nd no iy but! = 
keop ſuch Men in biace and Off ut p- 
preſs, ait and 23 me z ſuch as! T 
, one of a ſtandalous Family: ‚ 
Father w A pobr de bavck'd.i broken Bellow; 
his Mether had a. Baftard-:atalmoſt Fifth Years 
df: Age, and — — Ay: the Pariſn. This 
is a Fellow that muſt be — in a Seſſor, an 
Kudlitor, tho his own: Accounts Hot! | [paſtrwhen 
Gherchwaden ſome years ago: op 

And ſuch ns 7. 3 a tow Din 
vert;- who magnifies himſelf for a mighty ty Whig, 
roars like a Lion againſt- High Church and Jacks 
and has quite for - © his one Actions the latter 
part of as laſt Reign, how he encourag'd the 
Church Mob — break the Glaſſes of ſeveral 
ſober Gentlemens Coaches, with his Fool's Fea» 
ther in his Cap, crying, High Church, High 
Chiech, One of a rare Family, his Father being 
found in a miſerable Condition, with Halter in 
his Pocket going to hang himſelf, as he after. 
wards confeſs'd ; but ſome time after a ſmall E- 
ſtate fell to him, enough to find him with Bran- 
dy, which he fell to heartily, and killd himſelf. 
But this our Deputy-Governor his Son come 
not long ſince form a little pi 12 ſcandalous 
Alehouſe, which he was — eep- for Bread, 
and indeed was very fit for it, having a large 
Tap-Tup to empty Pots in, and a Proficient. at 
roaring out Baudy and Debauchery faſter than 
a Monkey can crak Nuts, which he takes abun- 
N of Pride and ant in; but when he has 


6 
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Maſequerade, which I think theres little odds 
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got his Guts well ſtulſt with, Wine, Punch, Bran. 
z or;$tout;of which 1 helicve hewill drink as 
much as; ſome *Sows will W hey, and bis [Brains 
1 ſtuffi 2 — 1 __ — — 
ies, e new Princi 

falls upon e ng acquainted with 


and 


Tutchin the ay qu ie with prodigal Mluptinay 


. he Tak Weng A ung ah 
re on the” Day for ſuppre 

Rebellion; with ing that he is ſuro to held 
his Plack as long s Im living, or . of a 
Aale 5 6 3% 5d Nat fade woll g 21 


Some ot her Popiſh-Brats, alia High Church in 


witneſs: Dumblain and Preſſton.; for that ſuch as 
2— . S, ſuch as l 15 
fuch as . m As, and fcb is Cons 


C uc, who keep a mighty bulkey Jacobite Cluh, 


which not long ſince had a High Church Prieſt 
ho was turn d out of his Liviog for his Dehau- 
chery, he was their Qratle, an aan Grace. a 


their Treats. ©. 45 


Out of this Nurſery '« Retdiion which hows 
quite forgot Non- Reſſtance and Pajtuc:Obeazetwe':; 
out of theſe ariſe my Enemies, Which would have 
made ſhorter Work with me, could they have 
had their Wiſbes, when their infatnous Healths 
and Huzuds went ſd merrily round at their 
on invented Roguiſn News of Atgyle's bein a 
beat and. kilkd in ne and e rout 


in the Noreh. 


Qut of this curſes Cabal have: ſeme been 10 
fooliſhly, Knaviſhhy, and revengefully taught 
they have invited the Leet jury to fine me iy 
Pounds-for laying a Dunghil on my own Land, 
e it ſtunk, and; dees ot han 

3 1 rt - 


— on og errant op er meu, oo ogy on ger te 2 2 8 - 2,5 x; — 


| here ie 


a ga 


ſhall pr 
be catch'd; 


not only 
refuſe the Bargain, but wholly deny their Word, 
tho I can prove it upon them. 
. This is like their Schoolmaſter and Uſher, 
the Jeſuit and High- Church Prieſt, who leave 
no Stone unturn'd; with Per qui jes and Equi voca- 


tions to deſtroy the Body, Eſtate and Reputa- 
tion of all Hereticks and Whigs, as they call 


them; (now to ſee how theſe Villains Rejoyce 
and Hug themſelves, up that they will deſtroy 
me); indeed they have taken the right Meaſures 
ſo to do, and we ſay there's nothing but may he 
done if rightly timed and well managed; my 
Land has coſt abundance of Money in Stocking, 
Planting and Crapping, and will coſt a great deal 
more before *tis got in. e 

My 
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Adverſaries indeed fe 5 Ba — 
EQ of that C 22 e 
ſhall imd tile time Sefieuf — 
ty have betmwitk ſeveral 2 Creditost co 


quicken them up. © 4 vt 17668 113 e 


Abihink this dens worſt chey enn — —.— | 
(lic Goldrety) 5 — 
Rave — Agr tes ben my 
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they us d to H; 
t deal ee 'andiies 
heir Hopes ard vaniſh'd for my 
eben 1130 „ NN 947 if | 


OV 
aut fppoſ6ah eſe, and all my | Altverfarie 
mould attaintheis Ends, 'to bring me and my 
Fairũly to Warvend Poverty, muſt be relieved 
| $069 wich 2 larger Fenſion than they that have 
nud ily! and debauch'd all their Days, and 


never paid one penny to the Poor; beſides, if l 


hauls live to he very Old, „ and Foverty are 


melancholy Companions. ' 37 ra 
* Sbppene Lorne of the biggeſt of: my Adveria- 


ries now very rich, ſhould be as poor as my ſelf, 
we might agree then very "_ but 1 chink,could 
not de very Merry. 
ph another of my reat Adverſuries then 
Avide ſnould be very rich, there's nothing im- 
1 „God might turn bis Heart, his Conſcience 
t fly in his Face, and he might ſay, there goet 

poor Old Man; once very rich, and 
xd yok ueſs as they do now, what / broke for, 
Ten or Twenty Thouſand Pounds. + 

He rented abundance of Land, had abundance 
of Corn and Cattle. He imployed abundance of 
poor People, 17 think 1 have ſeen three or 2 
FL wore 


- 
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- Har | | 
hore Men, e Le in w Wark nay 
Field of his; and we ſee 1.,0un;Baks he pai 
almoſt forty Pounds a Near te the e tit vi 

Ptay how came he to fall to dear 
it in a great Meaſure; for whereas 


much mote than he, ought 


all his own Charge, and we took Care he hoy 
pay a good Share gf ours. Indeed be was. very 
paſſionate and wiltyl, no Body canld per ſwade hi 
to decline ĩtʒ che, ho Expence of Maney; l 
of Time, and neglect of Buſineſs, made him grow 
Careleſs. If e had done him Juſtice, he mi 
aye been of great Uſe go vs, fort the Beneſit 
the Pariſh, and good of the Poor; being ſe pub 
lick a Spirited Man- SHO 11405 af OB rel „6 
He once bargain d when, he was in Froſperit 
to, keep all the Poor, as well accidental. as Fenſi- 
oners, for threeſcore Pounds a Tear; and give 
good Security to perform, which he cquld . very 
well have done at that Time to great Adyans 
tage. But conſider ing bis Chap, Which Was ſuch | 
a ſhuffler, that ſeJGannmade-good a Contract, or 
paid without trouble or abatements, he 
one in ANNE „and commonly ated. 


trary, and bariug an rod ;grudge;'i wend have 
made - him: ver) uneaſy.; and ſo chef argaig 


Deopbcig f „1 lo , you NOW og. 
Now., I ſay ſuppoſe my Adyerſariem ſhould 
have their Ends, ſure it muſt he ver Scanday 
laus for them to deſtroy ſuch a Fami, as 


914 would 


7 


0 


el had Been ſo Uſeful al ProficaM,"and 
now muſt becbme ſo ChargeaHles hut this is on- 
Wt por For 1 hay That Faith to believe 

me. ef. i) PTY 5-07 1 


rmitted theſe inſtruments of wicktd- 
85 ſoy me. At very Poollbly, they little 
— T hive 1 great Lord on my ſi _ which 
they Know nt but n info rh rhaps will be very 
+ = ! 1 will inf ol them b way of 


” When King aue“ the Vieſt came to Eve: 
„Keeping His Court ſometime at Greebwich 


beſides his uards, there were ſtrict watching, 


an Hour; a Gentleman being out late! was 
aid in the Watch, being — che told 
the Conſtable he belonged. to a very great Lord, 
What Lord ſuaid the Conſtable; the Gentleman 
anſwered very boldly the Lord of Hoſt, and 1 
have been about his buſineſs, the Conſtable pauſ- 
ing a While, ask d one of his Watchmen it he 
wick any ſuch Lord, and (6 examiti'd them all; 
they anſwer d him no, well ſays the Conſtable, 
J ſuppoſe tis ſome Scorth- Lord or other, a1 
fo let him go. 

1 believe this Conſtable gal: his Wach mig ht 
be as wiſe and as good Chriftians as my Ad. 
 verſarys, which are ſo. fooliſh, to labour ſo hard 
in making a Rod for their own backs, and dig: 
ging a Pit which 1 am ſure they will fall. into. 
me will ſay you are very conßdent; I can ſee 


ho body but your ſelf; yes, yes, have one friend 
will out dos them all, indeed moſt of my friends 
aud Laivyers too migbtily Vene ns 
DI pl Y 


a Rod to Chaſtiſe, but not to * 


none to be admitted into te Town: after ſich 


„ 


no reaſon, they being a whole Pariſh, and you 


— 244 4 inn 1 
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ply and aprbe with wem, for they can. ſee na 


ing but Kun attend: 1 do but laugh at them, 
for indeed I, think I never was ſo Merry in all 
my Life as of late, when moſt re tired; I bave 


olntion-and a Reaſon, that I have an honeſt 
juſt Cauſe, a good Conſcience and a juſt God 


I which will deliver me, and confound my Ene- | 


mies. a 5 6 : 
You know when David offer'd : Saul to fight 


Goliah, Saul (aid thou art not able, thou art but 
a Youth, and he a Man of War; but David 


anſwer'd Saul with a Temporal Reaſon, ſaying; 


' | Thy Servant kept his Father's Sheep, there came 
a Lion and a Bear and took a Lamb out of the 
Flock, and 1 went after him and ſmote him and 
delivered it out of his Mouth, and when he. 


aroſe againſt me, I caught him by the Beard 
ind Smote him and Slew him, thy Servant Slew 


both #he Lion and the Bear; and this Uncir- 


cumicis'd. Philiſtine ſhall be as one of them; but 


now David comes with his Spiritua] Reaſon, 


becauſe; ſeeing he had defy'd the Armies of the 


Living God; now Saul Arm'd David with a Hel- 


met of Braſs and a Coat of Male, whi h David 
threw. off, having Armour of his own Experi- 
eac'd Proof, which was Faith, with that ſame 
Armour I am certain to confound all the de- 
vices of my Adveſaries, becauſe they are curſed, 
rich, proud, revengeful, unjuſt, unmerciful, un- 
righteous Men; they are ſome of them ſuch as 
the Prophet 1/aiab pronounceth, That wo unto 
them that decree unrighteous decrees, and that write 


Yerievouſneſs which they have preſcribed, to turn aſide 


the ne edy ſrom Judgment, and to rake away the right 


from the lor, that widows may be their prey, and 


that 


— — 
— — — us — 
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given my friends a poſitive anſwer, with a Re- 
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that they may rob the fatherleſs. The Apoſtle James 
pronounces a terrible Sentence again fuch, Go to, 
now ye rich men, weep and howl for your miſeriet 
that ſhall come upon you, your riches are corrupted, 
and your garments are moth-eaten, your gold and 
ſilver i canſtered; and the ruſt of them ſhall be a 


witneſs again yu, and ſhall eat your fleſh as it 


were fire; ye have Peaped treaſure together for the 
laſt dis. Bebold the hire of the labourers, which 
1s of you kept back by fraud, cryeth: and the cries 
of them which haue reayed, are entred into the ears 
of the Lord of ſabaoth, But what do I preach 
this Doctrine to them for, which care not to 
hear of their wickedneſs, nor of the puniſh- 
ments that will follow; they had rather hear a 
Comical Story of me, as they uſed, to make 
them laugh, 1 don't know but they may have 
ſome occaſion for Mirth before they have done, 
Jam not in a mighty merry Vain of that fort 
jaſt now, however I will furniſh them with two 
or three Stories, whoſe Morals may be very 
proper for them. In the dreadful Maſſacree in 
Treland, Doctor Hal then being Biſhop of Dublin 
and Commander of a ſmall Army, was reſolved 
to fight the Rebels, and juſt before he went 
to Battle, he call'd his Army to Prayer, in which, 
being fervent and Zealous in the concluſion, he 
ſaid, thou great God of Heaven, if our Sins 
have juſtly deſerved thy diſpleaſure, that thou 
wilt not be for us this day, Doxn'r Bs AGAINST 
Us, do but ſtand Neuter and thou ſhalt ſee how 
we will bang theſe Bloody Rogues. 3 
Ide ſem en ſibſtinceof my Caſe is this, I have 
per form'd all the Duties the Law requires of me, 
to the heſt of my Knowledge, as a good Pariſho- 
ner and a Loyal Subject, which inſtead of being 
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© Recommendation for civil Uſage, are nom 


made Crimes; in ſuch Circumſtances I can do no 


more than make this fair Proffer, as I have for- 
merly done to my unjuſt Adverſaries, that I am 


willing to refer the Caſe to Juſtices and Orators 


Jindifferently choſen by them and me, and if it 


don't appear upon the Deciſion of ſuch Arbitra- 
tors, that the Churchwardens producing their 
Accounts to be duly examin'd, have more 


Money in their Hands unaccounted for or im- 


bezzePd to defray that Church-Rate, as my Ad- 
verſaries pretend to, I ſhall willingly ſubmit to 
pry them their Coſt ; but if on the contrary it 
does upon ſuch an Examination appear that the 
Churchwardens have as much Money unaccount- 


ed for or imbezzeld, that they be puniſht as the 
ynjuſt Aggreſſor, and oblig'd to acquit me: 1 


don't mean by this that I would ſubmit to be 


try'd by my own Pariſh, for if Whitney the Butcher 


had been try'd by Butchers, he would never have 
been condemn'd : But I mean to have the Caſe re- 


ferr d to Juſtices and Auditors of other Pariſhes 


indifferently choſe by my Adverſaries and me; 
but I know this to be loſt Labour, for it has 


been offer'd ſo often, and fo often refus'd, that 


have all the Reaſon in the World to believe that 


my Ad vexſaries dare not ſhow their Accounts to 
ſuch indifferent Arbitrators, or before any Court 


of Juſtice in England: For beſides the Injuſtice 
they have done me, they have wrong d the Pariſh 


of Two Hundred Pounds, as the Churchwarden 


3 


has bragg'd he has ſpent out of his own Pocket in 
Proſecuting me, which he docs not Queſtion but 
to be reimburs d to a Penny. te 
My Crime, in ſhort, is this, as appears by the 
preceding Matters, That I have ſtood by the Privi- 
de of the Pariſh, and that 1 have given proof of 
Ve eds © 
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nip Loyalty to the ol Eng Haden gz and 10 
King George roper Oceaſions, 
5 Wich am like | to pay EE br, 55 ſuch an ir- 
neflable Enemy as 7, one in Authority 
oA Bow-dye, which will never raiſe the Price of 
ood and Candles with Illuminations or Bonfites. 
- But as the Poet ſays, | 
To Dog in a Manger forte lilen Tendla, 443.8. 
© That. Hay would eat none, nor let them "that would: ; 
Some ſrarre in a Vear gives a Dinner or two. ” 
Aud cannot 'abide any other ſhould do- | 
+ ſhall conclude, ee e. to my "LETS wich 
1 Story or two, whoſe Morals are ſo 170 505 
they need no Interpreter. The firſt is this, Roger 
118 LC Eftrange, after Sir Roger, was ſeiz d in the Parlia- 
IS | ment Army, and condemn'd to be hang'd as a Spy. 
1 le was carried accordingly to the Place of Execution, 
i and knowing nothing of a Reprieve which was gran . 
118 ted him, as he went lamenting himſelf very much, 
2 ſaid, Good People, take Warning by me: See what Re 


VV ward I am like to have for my Loyalty. © | 
| | | +; The ſecond is this: A certain Man who. had liv' 
EI e : long time in a City, had a fancy in his old Age to 
E e carried out to ſee the Country, in a Chariot 


* ©  draynby Aſſes: But by the vegkilfulnels of the Dri- 
BE ver, and the untowardnels of.the Brutes, was brought 
© ics to the brink of a Precipice; who ſeeing nothing but 
ih | . Death before him, he lamented himſelf thus: Oh ! 
FRE hom unhappy a Mun am II thus have lived fo long in 
$188] 2 tte City, * nom ſo un fort nate as to loſe my Fs em 
| the Country by theſe Brutes Hud it been by _ 
| » Horſes, or Sprightly Mules, I coald have. born it; bu 
ita be deftroy'd by jilly Aſſes; | the Thong hits of, it is for 
| >: than Deat it elf. | FA | 
$181 IA I ſhall finiſh with a Saying. of Heraclitts, a great 
018! Tory Philoſopher : © Will 'you not” pive 75 to 
| 
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| * ſander, abiſe, and oppreſs me? If Fold 0a Bn re 
Et ES 7 turn to Life 500 Years. hence; you world 

5 4 — — ſtin ae, but not the leaſt Print 
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